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Tamara de la Vega

LENDING SUPPORT: Friends and animal lovers turned out in droves to support the
Huntsville animal shelter’s bid to secure the impoundment contract with the Town of
Huntsville on Tuesday, before the start of council.
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Town awards new contract to animal shelter
May 6, 2009 - by Carlye Malchuk Dash

After more than a month of acrimony between the Town of Huntsville and the Animal Shelter for Huntsville, an
end to the growing war of words came into sight Monday evening when council awarded a new contract to the
shelter for canine impoundment services.

“Today is a new day. We go forward,” said Huntsville mayor Claude Doughty after a unanimous recorded vote
to award the contract to the shelter. “I think (the past month has) made us all stronger and more committed to
the things that we believe in as a community.”

A vote on the contract, which was awarded to the shelter after they were the low bidder during a tender
process, came less than two hours after a rally along Main Street to support the shelter ended.

“The walk last night was amazing, getting to see new people and faces from all over,” shelter board chair
Georgina Nuttall told the Forester Tuesday. “We are really thankful for all of the support we have had from the
people of Huntsville and surrounding areas.”

Immediately before the vote, local resident Erin Clarke presented a petition she started last Monday urging the
town to re-sign a contract with the shelter, on which she had collected 1,934 signatures.

Issues between the town and the shelter started last fall, but first came to public light during a March 27 safety
and enforcement committee meeting, where a report from town staff recommended that a new contract be
tendered for canine impoundment services after a dispute on contract language and a deterioration of the
relationship between the two parties made operating under the existing contract impossible.

Tensions mounted steadily over the following weeks, and on April 21 the shelter held a press conference at
which it charged that the town had sought any reason to cancel its contract with the shelter after complaints
about the quality of animal care were proven unfounded.

Last week, Doughty issued a statement on the radio, followed by two printed statements sent to this
newspaper, commenting on the complaints received and the steps taken by the town.
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He also stated that the shelter had failed to remit the town’s portion of fees it had collected, which he said now
amounted to thousands of dollars.

Doughty explained after receiving two written complaints from local “animal health professionals,” the town
stopped using the shelter’s impoundment services until reports from the Ontario Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA) and the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) were
completed.

Shelter board vice-chair Sheryl Coulson issued a response to Doughty’s comments on the radio also on
Thursday, saying the shelter would be happy to pay any fees owed to the town; however, town staff had “failed
to co-operate with (them)” on any attempts to “reconcile this figure.”

The resolution passed by council Monday night states that any fees owing to the town from the shelter under
previous contracts will be forgiven, an amount that town CAO Kelly Pender said was one of the sources of
contention, but that by town estimates was in excess of $2,000.

In the statements sent out last week Doughty also said that the town received three reports in late 2008 and
early 2009, two from OMAFRA and one from the OSPCA, all of which were given to the municipality on a
confidential basis.

“To this date the shelter refuses to release the first report from the Ministry of Agriculture, but the shelter does
allege that the report is ‘biased,’” he said.

Coulson fired back in her statement that the reason the shelter will not release the first report is to “save the
mayor some embarrassment” because “the mayor’s staff is responsible for coaching the first report.”

Brent Ross, spokesperson for OMAFRA, confirmed to the Forester that two inspections of the shelter happened,
the first due to a complaint and the second at the request of the shelter operator, and that the second report
was to replace the first, meaning any recommendations in the first did not need to be followed up on by the
shelter.

When asked for comment on the shelter’s charge that town staff coached the first OMAFRA report, Ross replied,
“OMAFRA did inspect the facility. However, I am not in a position to speak to matters between the Town of
Huntsville and the facility’s operator.”

He added that the report could only be accessed by this newspaper through a Freedom of Information request.

Kristin Williams, spokesperson for the OSPCA, told the Forester last week that an inspection had been done
after a complaint was received from a local veterinarian last fall.

She said the visual inspection was conducted on conditions laid out by the shelter: that it happen at an
appointed time and that the inspector be supervised and accompanied by board members.

Williams stated that report was sent to the municipality, adding she could not release it to the media.

The resolution passed by council states that the town and shelter can enter into a contract, subject to the town
receiving a letter from OMAFRA dated within 30 days of May 1 that the animal shelter meets all operational
requirements and inspection criteria under the Animals for Research Act, and that the shelter receive a Town of
Huntsville kennel licence.

Doughty told the Forester that, despite all the acrimony of the last month, he is optimistic that the two parties
can work together and move forward.

“I’ve looked back over the file for ten years and there’s been an incredible amount of contentious rancour and
difficult times back and forth,” he said. “I’m really optimistic that we broke that chain today and I think that if
the contract is structured in a very clean fashion and that it’s adhered to consistently on a monthly basis, I
think that will go a long way to solving the issues that are building up and festering to a point where we get
back into that he said, she said syndrome.”

Nuttall also told the Forester that she is optimistic about moving forward.

“My hope is that we can all put our differences aside and focus on the animals. After all, that’s what this is all
about,” she said.

But the events of the past month were too much for some councillors to handle quietly.

Safety and enforcement committee chair councillor Mary Jane Fletcher told council Monday night she would like
to make a couple of clarifications. In responding to previous shelter allegations that the town was acting behind
closed doors, Fletcher noted that closed sessions of her committee happened out of respect for the shelter and
town staff.

In addition, “never ever were there any discussions on euthanizing any animals at any time.”

Fletcher said she took “great exception with some of the information that came back to us and the way it came
to us,” but added that she, too, hoped that all parties could move forward from this point.

This article has been viewed 1034 times.

0 comment(s) on this article.

  Add Your Comment 

Copyright © The Huntsville Forester
11 Main Street West, Huntsville, Ontario  P1H 2C5
Phone: (705) 789-5541  •  Fax: (705) 789-9381

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3889/0/0/%2a/u;217003336;0-0;0;15981533;2321-160/600;32854767/32872644/1;;~aopt=2/1/7d/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.colorstudio.goldbook.ca
Dave
Highlight


	huntsvilleforester.com
	HuntsvilleForester.com - Town awards new contract to animal shelter


	IuY29tL2FydGljbGUvMTM1MDkwAA==: 
	search: 
	search_radio: Huntsville Forester
	q: 
	input3: 




