MPP says Bill 50 needs changes
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A press conference held last week
at the Toronto Humane Society is
bringing attention to Bill 50 - a
relatively unknown legislation that
is currently in its second reading in
the house.

If passed, the bill would see improved
penalties for animal abusers and inspection
rights for the Ontario SPCA, as well as
provisions for existing legislation in terms of
addressing exceptions for agriculture and
veterinarians.

“It addresses numerous challenges and
problems with the existing legislation
including increasing penalties and
introducing new provincial offenses, plus it
will allow us to have inspection rights to
permit us to address roadside zoos and
puppy mils in Ontario,” OSPCA
spokesperson Kristin Williams tells The
Mirror.

Simcoe North MPP Garfield Dunlop was
one of the many politicians at the May 14
press conference and admits, while the bill
was originally hailed as one to regulate
roadside zoos in the province, itis
controversial, as certain parts of it remain
unclear.
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Simcoe North MPP Garfield Dunlop gets a little bit of play in with
his “granddog” Happy, an 11-month-old golden retriever. Dunlop
plans to support Bill 50, which will see improved penalties for
animal abusers and inspection rights for the Ontario SPCA,
including the Midland branch.

“The bill needs work. It's going to have to
go to committee ... it's certainly going to
need a number of amendments,” Dunlop,
who will be will be a representative on that
committee, admits. One of the major
concerns at the moment, he says, is the bill
calls for the elimination of the name The Toronto Humane Society.

“They will no longer be able to use that name, and it's the largest humane society in the province. That's one of
the things we are going to work on to get improvement to get this section removed or amended so that groups
like that can continue to use their names.”

Another concern, he says, is how Bill 50 will affect other groups such as agriculture, anglers and hunters.

“When people draft these legislations, they impact all sorts of organizations. We have to know that someone is
looking out for everyone in the drafting of the regulations so that there is no impact on them that they're not
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“As far as | am concerned, the minister who brought the bill forward really wasn't up front with it because even

the organizations that lobbied for the regulations, | think they were led astray. Certainly, this bill is much more

comprehensive than that, and when we get to committee, we will see what the impacts are.” Coun.ty E Ex
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Despite those concerns, Dunlop says he will likely support Bill 50, if it is amended. blinders on Arranged
waste

Williams says the OSPCA sees Bill 50 as a positive step forward for animal welfare. management Designer

- - — . . ) Recently, Simcoe
“It is the first top to bottom modernization that's been proposed in 90 years,” she says, adding they feel it County Warden Tony Frames

addresses all of the shortcomings with respect to the old budget and legislation. Guergis was a guest & Sunglasses
on CBC Radio’s “The

Current,” where the
topic was, of course,

While Williams acknowledges having heard some negativity surrounding Bill 50, she believes it is isolated and
relates only to a small section of the bill, adding if the bill passes, no OSPCA branch or affiliate would be
affected by that specific section.

Site 41.
“If it were to be quashed, | think it would be a tremendous shame. There’s been a lot of input from numerous In my view, the...
animal welfare organizations, not just our own, that went into this bill. It is a significant step forward for animal [more]
welfare and it's a very smart bill.”
As for how Bill 50 would impact the Midland OSPCA, Williams says the organization will be able to be tougher on Keep industrial
offedenders. area for
industry
“As it relates to each community, it means that our inspectors can be much more effective as it relates to Re: “LCBO’s heart set
investigations and bringing on site, says building

owner,” Aug. 13.
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The Humane Society Exclusive CPSIA Webinar New Homes Midland Ontario
As Seen On TV! You Can Save Dogs, CPSIA Compliance Webinar Aug 18,  All brick, 3 locations, great value
Cats And Other Animals In Need. 1-2 PM; Only 20 spots West side of Midland
HumaneSociety.org www.glogitek.com/CPSIA.aspx www.buygeorgianbay.com
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