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OSPCA inspectors, with Toronto police, enter humane society June 2, 2009.
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Raid targets humane society
Agency loses powers
of enforcement after
animal cruelty alleged

Jun 03, 2009 04:30 AM

DEBRA BLACK
STAFF REPORTER

The Ontario Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
has suspended the Toronto
Humane Society as an affiliate,
pending the outcome of an
investigation.

The suspension was announced
just as three OSPCA
investigators and a veterinarian,
accompanied by Toronto police,
raided the downtown
headquarters of the Toronto
animal welfare group yesterday
afternoon.

According to the OSPCA, the suspension means the
Toronto Humane Society will not be able to
conduct cruelty investigations and has been
stripped of its police powers of enforcement and
protection from liability under the OSPCA Act.
While the Toronto society operates independently,
it is accountable to the OSPCA under the act.

Yesterday's raid and suspension come on the heels
of a series of newspaper articles that allege the
Toronto Humane Society is allowing "unnecessary
suffering of animals" with its restrictive euthanasia
policy. The OSPCA says it has independent
witnesses who have similar concerns.

The OSPCA announced Monday it was launching an
investigation into allegations of "inappropriate
conduct" at the Toronto Humane Society. Those
allegations were soundly rejected by the animal
welfare agency's president, who called them
"nonsense."

"It's ludicrous to suggest there is any impropriety," said Tim Trow,
Toronto Humane Society president. "There is no question that this
is a wonderful facility with extremely well cared for animals."

As OSPCA inspectors conducted their investigations inside the
animal shelter, Ian McConachie, a spokesperson for the Toronto
Humane Society, fielded questions from reporters. "We're confident
that any investigation will find the claims made are without merit,"
McConachie said. "We treat our animals with excellent care while
they're in our shelter."

According to Trow, the agency makes decisions on a case-by-case
basis when it comes to euthanasia, he said. "We do everything we
can ... to keep animals alive unless they're in pain or there is no
prognosis for life."
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Inside the agency, the investigation team handed Trow a letter that
told him of the humane society's suspension effective immediately.

"We're here to take a look around the shelter," said Kristin Williams, a spokesperson for the OSPCA,
outside the Toronto Humane Society building on River St. "Whenever we receive a credible
complaint involving an animal in distress, we're required to respond."

The OSPCA may review the status of an affiliate at any time to make sure it is in good standing and
its conduct is in keeping with the organization's mandate and bylaws, Kate MacDonald, CEO for the
OSPCA, said in a news release.

The investigation into the Toronto Humane Society could take a number of weeks, Williams said.
The OSPCA will then present its case to Crown attorneys and, if they feel there is enough evidence,
charges will be laid, she said.

On Monday, Trow said he welcomed the investigation, hoping it prompts a debate on euthanasia.
He said that in the past five years, 30,000 dogs and cats have been killed at the City of Toronto
pound.

"Every second animal admitted to the city pound is euthanized," he said yesterday. That's not the
case at the Toronto Humane Society.

Trow said that at the humane society 35 per cent of animals were euthanized in 2002; now the
figure is down to 7 per cent. "We've fought for that very hard," he said.
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